
Winter Parking Restrictions
      Barnesville winter parking restrictions state 
that after a snowfall of two inches or more, 
vehicles parked on any city street, that is not 
otherwise posted, must be removed prior to 8 am 
on the day following the day that 
the street is first plowed.  
Vehicles may not be returned 
until after such street has 
been widened to its full width.
    Please remember to place your garbage totes 
on your driveway, not on the street so they are
not in the way of the plows! 
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    City Hall will be closed Wednesday, Nov. 11 in 
observance of Veteranʼs Day and and Thursday 
November 26 in observance of Thanksgiving.  

Happy Thanksgiving!

         Wednesday, November 11  •  9:00 AM
High School Gym - enter south high school door 
         The gymnasium is handicap-accessible
      The program will include the main speaker, 
several patriotic musical selections by the BHS 
Choir and Band including an Armed Forces 
medley and Taps.  
      Following the program, everyone is invited to 
a brunch served by the American Legion Auxiliary 
at the Barnesville Event Center from 10-12 with 
scrambled eggs, sausage and muffins.
       THANK YOU for all the Barnesville 
  residents who have served our country!

FIRE SAFETY TIP:  Always plug space heaters 
directly into an outlet, NOT into extension cords.

ADOPT A HYDRANT
    THIS WINTER!

 SEE INSERT

     Barnesville residents are reminded that 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 3.  The 
polls will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm at the 
 Barnesville EVENT CENTER located at 101   	
 2nd Street SE.  
      Please bring ID with your current 
name and address or a photo ID 
plus a document with your current 
name and address.
    The Clay Couny Auditor’s Office, 
3510 12th Avenue S. in Moorhead,
will be open exteded hours to help 
accomodate absentee voters: Saturday, October 
31 from 9 am to 3 pm, Sunday, November 1 from 
9:00 am to 3 pm and until 5 pm on Monday, Nov. 2 
for absentee voting.    
     The ballot includes voting for U.S. Senator and 
Representative, State Senator & Representative, 
Governor, Clay County Commissioner and other 
County offices. 
     Voters will also be electing a Mayor for a two 
year term; Council members from Wards 1, 2 and 
3 for a four year term; a Ward 2 Council member 
for a 2 yr. term and three School Board members. 
      Lastly, the ballot will include Judicial Offices.
      A sample ballot is available at: https://
myballotmn.sos.mn.gov/.  Questions?  Call City 
Clerk Bailey Thompson 218.354.2292.



BARNESVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting  •  September 8, 2026

Regular City Council Meetings are held the second Monday of every 
month beginning at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chambers located 
at the rear of City Hall.  The public are welcome.  The agenda is 
posted on the City’s website and Facebook page. 
These are summaries of the minutes.  The complete minutes are 
available online at www.barnesvillemn.com or at City Hall.

29     WATER HARDNESS
                READING 
     October 16, 2026 

CITY OF BARNESVILLE

Mayor Rick called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
Member’s present were Council members Alyssa Bergman, Tonya 
Stokka, Scott Bauer, Brad Field, Randy McEvers, and Don Goedtke. 

09-08-26-01    Motion Bergman, second Stokka to approve the 
agenda as presented with the addition of approval of hiring part-time 
EMT-B of Victoria Fink and Jessica Dabbert on the consent agenda. 
Motion carried.
09-08-26-02    Motion McEvers, second Goedtke to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. Motion Carried.
09-08-26-03    Motion Goedtke, second Stokka to open the public 
hearing at 6:04 for TIF District 1-2. Motion carried
09-08-26-04    Motion Stokka, second McEvers to close the public 
hearing at 6:08 for TIF District 1-2. Motion carried
09-08-26-05    Motion Stokka, second Bergman to approve Resolu-
tion - TIF District 1-12. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried.
09-08-26-06    Motion Bauer, second Field to approve Resolution- 
Adopting the Preliminary 2027 Levy. Upon a roll call vote, motion 
carried. 
09-08-26-07    Motion McEvers, second Goedtke to approve the 
Resolution- Adopting the Preliminary 2027 Budget. Upon a roll call 
vote, motion carried. 
09-08-26-08    Motion Bergman, second Goedtke to approve the 
2nd reading of Ordinance 26-08 - Surveillance Camera Regulations. 
Motion carried.
09-08-26-09    Motion Stokka, second McEvers to approve the Sum-
mary Ordinance 26-08 - Surveillance Camera Regulations. Motion 
carried.
09-08-26-10    Motion Stokka, second Bergman to approve the 1st 
Reading of Ordinance 26-09 - Prohibited Dwellings. Motion carried.
09-08-26-11    Motion McEvers, second Goedtke to approve the 1st 
Reading- Ordinance 26-10 Political Signs. Motion carried.
09-08-26-12    Motion Bauer, second Bergman to approve the 
Resolution Extending Time for Removal and Razing of Hazardous 
Property at 205 5th Ave NW. Upon a roll call vote, motion carried.
09-08-26-13    Motion Field, second McEvers to approve the 
Development Agreement with Creative Rentals for the 2nd Ave SW 
Roadway. Motion carried.
09-08-26-14    Motion Field, second Stokka to approve supporting 
the $300,000 levy for the Clay County HRA. Motion carried.

Mayor Rick adjourned the meeting at 6:19 p.m.

Secure Your Wireless Internet!
    If youʼre using your router to create a wireless 
connection within your home, be sure that you 
have a secure connection requiring a password.  
With the popularity of iPads weʼre seeing more 
people sitting in parked cars and tapping into 
unsecured wireless connections.  Your unique IP 
address could be attached to all sorts of activity 
and websites.  Not sure if your in-home wireless 
connection is secure?  Call the Internet Help 
Desk at 354-2222 - 24/7/365 and they would be 
happy to help! 

       Caller ID service is very susceptible to fraud 
known as Caller ID “spoofing”. This practice has the 
potential for fraud and harm to YOU!. 
       Scammers can manipulate Caller ID to make 
calls appear as though they are coming from a trusted 
person, business, or local phone number. With 
advancements in artificial intelligence (AI), scammers 
can even clone someone’s voice to impersonate a 
family member or friend. 
       Never provide personal or financial information 
over the phone unless you are certain of the caller’s 
identity. If a call seems suspicious, hang up and con-
tact the person or organization directly using a trusted 
phone number (from a mailed statement or printed 
directory).
      If you would like more information on spoofing, 
visit www.fcc.gov, search “spoofing”.

     We’ve updated our after-hours phone system to 
better assist residents when City Hall is closed. Our 
regular business hours are Monday through Thursday, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. When calling 218-354-2292 
outside of these hours, you will be greeted by our 
automated phone system with five options. Press 1 
for the Electric Department, 2 for campground info, 
3 for Internet, Telephone, and Red River Digital TV 
services. 4 for Utility Bill Payments or 5 for General 
Information. Our new system helps direct your call to 
the appropriate department or available support 
service, even after regular business hours.

Bin will be located next to the Recycling Center 	
		  lean-to building.  
**Remove paint, glitter, candle wax or decorations**





YOU COULD SAVE A LIFE BY ADOPTING A FIRE HYDRANT
In an emergency, every second counts, help us keep hydrants clear!



Electric Water Heater
Load Management Program

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

October 2026

                    OVERVIEW
Water Heater Load Management 
4 Load management temporarily interrupts   	
      electricity supply to hot water heaters
4 Used to limit demand for electricity at 		
      peak times on the electrical system
4 Mainly occurs in winter months, 5-10 am
      and 5-10 pm 
4 Typically less than 3 hrs/day, sometimes 	
      up to 5 hrs in total during a day
4 Shouldn’t mean cold water unless you     	
      use up the hot water stored in the tank 	
      or if your water heater has a bad lower 	
      element

       WATER HEATER REBATE
Barnesville residents who replace 

their electric water heaters are 
encouraged to apply for the City’s 

Rebate Program.
Receive a $2.00 per gallon rebate 

when you install a new electric 
water heater with a storage capacity 
of at least 50 gallons, or $3.00 per 

gallon for new electric water heaters 
with a minimum storage 
capacity of 80 gallons. 

 

Water heaters must be controlled by 
the city’s load management system.  

Demand water heaters without 
storage do not qualify for this rebate.  
 Submit proof of purchase to City 

Hall to receive your rebate 

102 Front Street North  
Post Office Box Box 550
Barnesville, MN 56514

218.354.2292
www.barnesvillemn.com

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

After Hours Emergencies:  218.354.2281
 

QUESTIONS?
If you have questions or concerns 
regarding the Water Heater Load 

Management Program please contact 
 the City of Barnesville. 

Electric Water Heater
Load Management Program

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

January 2022

                    OVERVIEW
Water Heater Load Management 
4 Load management temporarily interrupts    
      electricity supply to hot water heaters
4 Used to limit demand for electricity at   
      peak times on the electrical system
4 Mainly occurs in winter months, 6-9 am
      and 5-9 pm 
4 Typically less than 3 hrs/day, sometimes  
      up to 5 hrs in total during a day
4 Shouldn’t mean cold water unless you      
      use up the hot water stored in the tank  
      or if your water heater has a bad lower  
      element

       WATER HEATER REBATE
Barnesville residents who replace 

their electric water heaters are 
encouraged to apply for the City’s 

Rebate Program.
Receive a $2.00 per gallon rebate 

when you install a new electric 
water heater with a storage capacity 
of at least 50 gallons, or $3.00 per 

gallon for new electric water heaters 
with a minimum storage 
capacity of 80 gallons. 

 

Water heaters must be controlled by 
the city’s load management system.  

Demand water heaters without 
storage do not qualify for this rebate.  
 Submit proof of purchase to City 

Hall to receive your rebate 

102 Front Street North  
Post Office Box Box 550
Barnesville, MN 56514

218.354.2292
www.barnesvillemn.com

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm

After Hours Emergencies:  218.354.2281
 

QUESTIONS?
If you have questions or concerns 
regarding the Water Heater Load 

Management Program please contact 
 the City of Barnesville. 



Is the Water Heater Load Management 
a new program?
No.  Load Management systems are very 
common across the nation.  Barnesville’s 
Load Management system has been in 
place for 30 years!  City ordinance requires 
that electric water heaters have a controller 
installed on them. 
By controlling water heaters during times of 
very cold weather and high demand, it 
lowers our peak demand for electricity; 
saving each of our residents hundreds of 
dollars each year!  If we didn’t control we 
would have to pay a higher rate for the 
power we buy for the next 12 months!  

Is it possible to opt-out?
No. City of Barnesville ordinances require 
water heaters to be controlled. 

Why does my hot water heater get 
turned off at various times?
Sometimes demand for electricity becomes 
very high and results in more electricity than 
usual being used across the system. This 
occurs most often in winter, especially in the 
morning or early evening as people wake 
up or arrive home from work and turn on 
heaters, lights and start cooking.

At those times, the City of Barnesville 
temporarily turn off water heaters in order 
to reduce the electricity demand across our 
system. 

Does this turn off the hot water 
altogether?
No. Load management only turns off the 
electricity supplying the element that heats 
the water in your hot water heater. The hot 
water already stored in the tank can still be 

used and will stay hot or warm for several 
hours. The difference is it won’t be reheated 
during load management. Once the hot 
water in the tank is used, the cold water that 
replaces it won’t be heated until the end of 
the load management period.

How does turning off the hot water 
heater help?
Turning off the hot water heating during 
peak times helps reduce the amount of 
electricity being used at that time. Hot 
water can be heated at non-peak times 
rather than during the peak when households 
need electricity for heating and cooking. 
Essentially, it is a simple, effective way of 
flattening out the peaks and troughs of 
demand for electricity.
  
When does the water heater usually get 
turned off?
Load management kicks in when loads on 
the electricity network are very high. This is 
mostly in the winter (December-February), 
especially in the morning and early evening 
when the demand for electricity peaks as 
people are turning on heaters and cooking.  
Peak demands are usually between 5 am 
and 10 am, and between 5 pm and 10 pm.

How long will my hot water heater 
turned off?
It’s off for 45 minutes and on for 15 minutes.  
Controlling will usually only last for 3-4 
hours at a time except on extremely cold 
days when controlling could last all day. 

Is everyone’s hot water turned off at the 
same time?
No.  The City controls about 900 customers 
in nine zones.  A computerized system 
determines where and how much load 
management needs to occur. Generally, 
only one zone is controlled at a time by the 
computer system.

Does this mean a cold shower?
It shouldn’t. In most hot water heaters, the 
water will stay hot enough for several hours. 
If you don’t use all the water available in 
your water heater, you probably won’t notice 
any difference. In fact, most of the time, 
most people don’t notice that load 
management has been used!
However, you could notice cool or cold 
water if you use all the hot water stored in 
the water heater - if you have a long shower,
a number of people have showers during 
this time or you use the washing machine or 
the dishwasher during this time.
You might also notice lower water tempera-
ture if the thermostat on your hot water 
heater was due to come on again to reheat 
your water just before the load management 
took place. This would mean your water was 
already cooling, and if you have a shower, 
you could use all the hot water stored in the 
tank in which case you will notice the water 
going cool or cold.

5 - 10 am

5 - 10 pm

Midnight

Midnight

Noon

Noon

If you do experience ongoing cold 
water issues it wouldn’t hurt to have 
a plumber check if both elements in 
your water heater are working correctly.  
It’s always good to make sure you have 
a larger enough water heater for the 
size of your family!
  




